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illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: . . . xii. 7; 1 Cor. xii. 28). These apio-fiaTa, whether extraordinary or ordinary, were
divided to every man as the Spirit willed, according to the individual character of each, and not officially. Those
to whom the gifts of prophecy, teaching, and government were vouchsafed were doubtless selected for the
office of Presbyter, those who had the gift of ministration for the office of Deacon. In the Apostles they all alike
resided. Its external Growth. --The 3000 souls that were added to the Apostles and to the 120 brethren on the day
of Pentecost were increased daily by new converts (Acts ii. 47, v. 14). These converts were without exception
Jews residing in Jerusalem, whether speaking Greek or Hebrew (vi. 1). After seven or eight years a step was
made outwards. The persecution which followed the martyrdom of Stephen drove away the adherents of the
new doctrines, with the exception of the Apostles, and they that were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word to the Jews of the Dispersion. Philip, in his capacity of Evangelist, preached Christ to the
Samaritans, and admitted them into the Church by baptism. In Philistia he made the first Gentile convert, but
this act did not raise the question of the admission of the Gentiles, because the Ethiopian eunuch was already a
proselyte (viii. 27), and probably a proselyte of Righteousness. Cornelius was a proselyte of the Gate (x. 2). The
first purely Gentile convert that we hear of by name is...
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