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CHAPTER XIII. THE SILVER DRAGON. As Alfred Dacre placed
himself in his brougham he smiled. As they turned the corner at
the gate, he looked back at Guildford House--at the drawing-
room window, from which the light was gleaming-- smiling still,
but with a shrewd, odd smile. The carriage whirled on, and he
laughed merrily--Vive la bagatelle! Then he grew grave, very
grave--sinking down from level to level, till he had reached that
point which is deep thought. As we know, his hands were pretty
full, and his brain teeming with all kinds of little plans. When
Charles Mannering reached his chambers that night, he found,
among more serious letters, a little note in his letter-box, which
could not have been dropped there many minutes. It was signed
Alfred Dacre, and said: -- my Dear Mr. Mannering, --I should so
much wish that we...
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