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of lovemaking from the adjoining room. The walls of this house aren t thick enough to keep that kind of
sadness contained. In The Uses of Memory, Netta and Carlene are engaged in a different sort of mother-
daughter drama. The issue at hand is the fate of Franklin, their husband and father, who lies in bed in a near
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impoverished childhood plagues Janice; she recalls, in particular, the birthday and Christmas celebrations, the
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Dixon, is spurred into action by the memory of her dead brother. When a local barfly with silt for brains persists
in telling outlandish lies about Dixon, Hillary takes up...
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