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indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: . entrenched in the public thought, and habit and custom as the right of
trial by jury, the habeas corpus, or the elective franchise, and the recent decision, secured by a majority of one
of the State Supreme Court, is as rude a blow in the face of public opinion as the court could have struck if it
had swept trial by jury, habeas corpus, and the elective franchise into the abyss of a common ruin. It is such a
decision that has shaken the foundation of parties; that has engulfed all other public issues; that has painfully
shadowed thousands of homes in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys and Southern California; that has
warned wholesale merchants in the city of the uncertainty of outstanding country credits and the instability of
future trade; that has admonished railroads of a decreasing tonnage, their stockholders of diminishing
dividends, their bondholders of defaulted interest, and that has notified city bankers that country loan accounts
on real estate security are to be worth less than the paper spoiled in writing out the mortgage which did cover
productive lands of marvelous fertility, transformed, by this judicial evil genius of the State, into a desert. No
people ever permitted such a decision to stand, nor let the customary law, of thirty-six years beneficial
existence, perish by judicial assassination. No means known to the law and its processes, provided to reduce the
judiciary to a condition of harmony with the physical necessities of...
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