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Subject: Fish hatcheries -- United States. Excerpt: . . . B-284391 Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery Complex in
Washington State has had difficulty meeting production objectives in part because it has not had funding to
replace outdated and dilapidated rearing ponds and holding and handling facilities for adult fish. Similarly, at
the Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery in Tennessee, the lack of funds has prevented the modernization of the
aerator building, an oxygen-enriching facility. This facility is needed to reduce the number of fish health
problems, such as partial blindness and tumors. Hatcheriesefforts to evaluate the effectiveness of their
programs have also been affected by the decline in funds. The following are examples: The lack of funds has
resulted in not tagging all juvenile fish for the Great Lakes lake trout restoration program, according to officials
in the Northeast Region. These officials are concerned that unless a sufficient number of juvenile fish are
tagged, restoration decisions will end up being based on incomplete information. At the Green Lake National
Fish Hatchery in Maine, the manager said that funding shortages have permitted only minimal monitoring and
evaluation of the Atlantic salmon recovery program. According to the manager, without adequate monitoring
of the juvenile salmon released from the hatchery, the Service will be unable to determine why these salmon
are not surviving. Hatchery officials in the Northwest Region also report that funding shortages have limited
their monitoring of their Pacific salmon recovery efforts. Funding declines have also reduced hatcheriesability
to perform needed maintenance and have resulted in the loss of fish and a general state of disrepair at some...
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