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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Government Accountability Office, 2005 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)61730891 Subject: Border patrols -- United States -- Evaluation. Excerpt: . .. U. S. Customs and Border
Protection, a component of the Department of Background Homeland Security, has the primary responsibility
for securing the nations borders. The U. S. Border Patrol is the uniformed enforcement division of CBP
responsible for border security between designated official ports of entry into the country. According to the
Border Patrol, its priority mission since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, has been to prevent
terrorists and terrorist weapons from entering the United States between official ports of entry. In addition, the
Border Patrol has a traditional mission of preventing illegal aliens, smugglers, narcotics, and other contraband
from entering the country, as these activities directly affect the safety and security of the United States. Border
Patrol agents generally report to Border Patrol stations and substations in each of these sectors at the start and
end of their workdays; these stations function much as police stations do for police personnel around the
country. The 9 number of stations and substations varies widely by sector. The Border Patrols fiscal year 2005
budget was about 1. 4 billion. As of March 2005, the Border Patrol had 10, 817 agents nationwide; 6, 129 ( 57
percent ) were located in the 9 Border Patrol sectors along the southwest border. About 10 percent of the
Border Patrols agents nationwide are assigned to interior traffic checkpoints in the southwest border sectors,
according to the Border Patrol. Permanent and tactical interior traffic checkpoints are generally located on
major and secondary roads, usually 25 to 75 miles inland from the border. These interior...
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